
Metal Roofing Guide
When it comes to low-maintenance and a distinctive appearance, it’s hard to beat a metal roof. Review 

the many options for this time-tested roofing material that can set your home apart, and determine 
when metal roofing may not be the ideal solution.
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Imagine the soothing sound of rain on a metal roof when you 
are snug and dry inside your home. Keeping the water out 
is one reason for the popularity of metal roofs in the past. 
The sense of coziness metal can create is just a pleasant by-
product.

Long-lasting metal roofing has a history of protecting homes; 
if you drive through an older neighborhood, you can see metal 
roofs on houses that were built over a century ago. In the old 
days, homeowners had to paint roofs regularly to prevent 
moisture damage. And when it came to individuality, the paint 
color was basically your only choice. That was then — modern 
metal roofing products offer all of the material’s favorable 
characteristics along with a wide range of options.

4 Reasons to Choose Metal Roofing
Metal roofing companies have created products that suit 
an elegant Victorian home or mimic the rustic look of wood 
shakes. Take a look at some features of today’s metal roofing 
that can make it a good match for your home:

1. Maintenance: Many modern metal roofing products 
require very little maintenance once installed. Panels have 
protective finishes that resist water damage, and if you 
choose a factory applied color, it’s baked into the surface 
so re-painting should not be needed.

2. Style and color options: In addition to the older, 
standing-seam style, you can now find metal roofing in 
just about any shape or configuration you can imagine. 
Panels are available in numerous sizes and styles, including 
shingles and tiles, and companies like ATAS International 
offer products in 30 or more colors. You can also combine 
different styles to create a truly unique roof.

3. Weather protection: Most metal roofing manufacturers 
design their panels to lock together during installation. 
This provides an additional barrier to water intrusion and 
acts as a deterrent to wind uplift and damage. Depending 
on the type of panel, the material also has fewer potential 
leakage spots than other roofing products such as shingles 
or wood shakes.

4. Safety concerns: Metal is known as a fire resistant roofing 
material. Interlock Roofing reports that metal roofing can 
help protect your home from sparks or flying embers in 
case of fire and even lower the risk of roof collapse during 
an earthquake.
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Eco-Friendly Metal Roofing
While your primary concern might be providing weather 
protection for your home, some metal roofing products 
can also lower your energy costs. Many manufacturers offer 
materials that have earned Energy Star ratings or been 
approved by the Cool Roofing Council due to their ability to 
reflect the sun’s heat away from roofs. This reflective function 
can lower attic temperatures and the cooling load, which 
can lead to more user-friendly utility bills during the summer 
months.

According to the government’s Energy Star website, a 
material that earns this coveted rating can reduce a roof’s 
summer surface temperatures by up to 100 degrees, with 
a potential drop in cooling demand of 10 percent to 15 
percent. Metal roofing manufacturers like these offer energy-
saving products:

1. American Building Components
2. ATAS International
3. Interlock Roofing
4. Berridge Manufacturing Company

The Energy Star rating of a metal roofing product may 
depend on the color you choose; some shades are more 
reflective than others.

Raising the Roof
Once you’ve chosen your metal roofing product, qualified 
professionals should be able to install it easily. Installation 
requires a variety of equipment, from safety harnesses to 
metal folding tools and sheet metal shears. Make sure the 
installer follows the specifications. If you’re wondering about 
pricing, costs vary depending on the manufacturer and the 
style you choose.

Of course, metal roofing may not fit the design of all homes. 
Manufacturers specify a minimum slope for various products; 
check to make sure your roof’s pitch fits those requirements.

The many features of metal roofing make it a durable, 
attractive choice for your home. Last but not least — don’t 
forget the cozy feeling that comes as you listen to the rain 
falling on your metal roof.

ATAS International — Standing Seam Metal Roofs
• http://www.atas.com  • http://www.atas.com/Products/Roof/Standing-Seam/ATAS-Field-Lok-System#ProductInfo
Energy Star — Energy Star Rated Roof Products
• http://www.energystar.gov  • http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=RO
Interlock Roofing — Energy Star Rated Metal Roofing
• http://www.interlockroofing.com  • http://www.interlockroofing.com/energy-efficient-green-roofing


